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Beyond Shipbuilding 

Naval power has been associated with strategic power projection since pre-World War II. 
Every advanced nation has placed maritime power as a fundamental tenet of its military 
might, and a domestic naval manufacturing capability is essential to ensure countries are 
responding to threats against sovereignty, piracy, smuggling, and attempts to disrupt 
maritime trade. Abu Dhabi Ship Building (ADSB) is the regional leader in the new build, 
repair, maintenance, refit and conversion of naval and commercial vessels. Also involved 
in the civilian energy sector, ADSB provides fabrication, maintenance and refurbishment 
services for rigs and platforms in the offshore oil & gas sector. 
 
With almost a quarter of a century of service to the UAE and beyond, ADSB has become 
one of the most experienced and advanced shipyards in the region, and is today part of 
the Platforms & Systems cluster of EDGE. ADSB’s vision is to become the leading 
regional shipyard by delivering innovative and dependable solutions. The company seeks 
to build lasting relationships that bring added value to clients and other stakeholders, both 
military and civilian, and for sea-borne military vessels to static offshore energy 
infrastructure.   
 
With core technical expertise in Marine and Naval project management, ADSB offers a 
one-stop-shop to the UAE’s Navy flagship programs for the conversion of ships with 
enhanced combat capabilities, along with specialising in the fabrication of commercial 
vessels over 75m in length. ADSB builds and operates three main naval programmes: 
corvettes, offshore patrol vessels and multi-role combat vessels.  
 
The UAE Navy’s Baynunah-class corvette is a case in point. In addition to the 
manufacturing of military and non-military vessels, ADSB also provides a full range of at-
sea, floating dock and dry dock maintenance, repair and refit, upgrade and conversion, 
and engineering consultancy services, as well as long-term sustainment capabilities to 
naval and commercial customers.  
 
Deploying the latest advanced technologies – including robotics – maximises fleet 
availability, extends ship lifetimes and lowers overall lifecycle costs. These technologies 
are integrated with the long-term maintenance programmes undertaken by ADSB on 
behalf of the UAE naval fleet, and the UAE Critical Infrastructure and Coastal Protection 
Authority. ADSB’s extensive facilities management provides a range of logistics and 
workshop support services, where the UAE’s entire naval workshop network is operated. 
Civilian maintenance programmes include the refurbishment of rigs and platforms – 



 

emphasising ADSB’s mandate and vision as being a leader in manufacturing and 
maintaining non-military and non-naval assets.  


